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WELCOME TO THE SECOND EDITION 

Thanks to everyone who commented on the January edition and 

suggested new items for inclusion. Even more delightful, several 

people have written contributions for this February edition. Please just 

keep them coming. Who could have known, for example, that there 

was a ‘Potting Shed Roll of Honour’? (Please read on…) 

The magazine’s aim is to help create a clear local identity for the two 

villages and to showcase the wide range of activities on offer. Please 

send your news and articles to our email address 

pelhamscommag@gmail.com.  

Thank you. 

Note: paper edition will be delivered at the beginning of each month 

and will be available electronically later in the month. 

 

Cover photo 

The Cock Inn, Stocking Pelham, showing the landlady, Sarah Wootten, with 

her assistant, probably her granddaughter Harriet Caton, in the doorway. 

Licensing records show that Sarah and her husband Joseph came to The 

Cock in 1844, shortly after their marriage. After Joseph’s death, Sarah 

continued with the licence until 1911, a tenure of 67 years.  

The earliest known licence was granted to Jesse Wilkinson in 1806. Jesse’s 

grandson achieved some notoriety in the village in 1848 when he was 

convicted of breaking into Stocking Pelham Hall with an accomplice and 

stealing a watch worth five shillings (25p), a pair of handcuffs (perhaps 

mittens) worth two shillings (10p), and a variety of coins totalling one pound 

sixteen shillings and eightpence (£1.83) from William Sworder and his wife 

Caroline. For this he was sentenced to be transported to Australia for seven 

years. He does not appear to have ever returned.  

Hawkes Brewery of Bishops Stortford owned The Cock until they were taken 

over by Benskins of Watford in 1898. .  
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WHAT’S ON IN FEBRUARY? 

Send in details of your event if you would like it listed…. 

Thu 4th Cottontails 9.30am FP Village Hall 

Mon 10th Community Morning 10.30am FP Village Hall 

Wed 19th 
History Group 
meeting 

8.00pm FP Village Hall 

Tue 25th Coffee Shop 10.30am FP Church 

Sat 29th Quiz Night 7.30pm FP Village Hall 

 

 

 

Use your Village Halls 
 

Furneux Pelham Village Hall 

The village hall has good facilities for a wide variety of functions and 

activities. Capacity for approximately 80 people. 

Enquiries to Anna Shaw at anna.shaw@hotmail.co.uk or on  

01279 777817 

 

Stocking Pelham Village Hall 

Renovated and perfect for parties of 60-80 people, for classes or 

meetings. 

Enquiries to Sarah Hutchins at sarahhutchins80@gmail.com or on 

01279 777326 

 

  

mailto:anna.shaw@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:sarahhutchins80@gmail.com
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Calendar of Services for St Mary’s Furneux Pelham and 
St Mary’s Stocking Pelham 

February 2020 
 

Sunday 2nd February  
9.30am  Holy Communion (BCP) Furneux Pelham 
 

Sunday 9th February 
11.15am Holy Communion Furneux Pelham 
 

Sunday 16th February 
9.30am  Café Church  Furneux Pelham 
 

Sunday 23rd February 
11.15am Morning Worship Furneux Pelham  
 

St Mary’s, Stocking Pelham and St Mary’s, Furneux Pelham are part of a Benefice 
of three churches which also include St Mary’s, Braughing.  
 

Sunday services in February at Braughing are: 
2nd February 11.15am All Age Holy Communion 
9th February 10.00am Family Morning Worship 
16th February 11.15am Holy Communion Healing Service 
23rd February 9.30am  Holy Communion 
 

The Rector for all three churches is Rev’d Julie Gawthrope, 
vicar@braughing.org.uk | 01920 823532 | 1 Pentlows, Braughing, SG11 2QD  
 

Each week in the Benefice there is a traditional Holy Communion service at one 
of the churches and an all age service (family friendly) at another of the churches.  
Every fifth Sunday of the month, there is a service at St Mary’s, Stocking Pelham.  
We welcome people of every age and stage of faith.  Additionally our churches 
celebrate all the major festivals. 
 

Rev’d Julie Gawthrope is available to conduct weddings, baptisms (christenings), 
blessings, funerals and she is also available for pastoral enquiries. Please note her 
usual day off is Friday.  All the churches have adopted the Diocese's Safeguarding 
policies and practice. 
 

St Mary’s, Stocking Pelham Churchwardens: Mrs J Bailey (01279) 777454,  
Mr R Taylor (01279) 777593 
 

St Mary’s, Furneux Pelham Churchwardens – vacant  (Please contact Malcolm 
Ewen in the absence of the Rector – (01279) 777530)  

mailto:vicar@braughing.org.uk


 

5 

Little Hadham Bypass road works update 

There are no plans to close the A120 in the next couple of months. There will 

however be temporary traffic lights between 10.00am and 3.00pm Monday 

to Friday as follows: 

A120 Standon Road 

In the vicinity of Tilekiln Farm, west of Little Hadham  

• Monday 10th February – Friday 14th February 

• Monday 17th February – Friday 21st February 

• Monday 2nd March – Friday 6th March 

• Monday 9th March – Friday 13th March 

A120 Hadham Road 

In the vicinity of Hadham Park, east of Little Hadham 

• Monday 3rd February – Friday 7th February 

• Monday 24th February – Friday 28th February 

• Monday 16th March – Friday 20th March 

 

A fundraiser for MENCAP will be held at Brook Cottage Farm Barn, 

Furneux Pelham at 7.30 pm on Saturday March 7th.  More details in 

the March magazine.  

 

Coming in March…….Bingo Night in aid of Pelham’s 

Preschool……more details in the next edition.  

Coming to Furneux Pelham…….. 

Buntingford Film Club presentation on  

Saturday March 28th 

Look for details in next month’s magazine. 

Profits will go to the Church Roof Fund. 
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The calendar for February 2020 to January 2021 should have arrived in 

your post. If not, the dates for this month are: 

 

         Stocking                                                          Pelham 

 

 

  



 

8 

Stocking Pelham Parish Council 

 – Meeting November 2019 (brief summary)  

As well as Councillors and the Parish Clerk the last meeting was also 

attended by Furneux Parish Chairman Steve Bratt, East Herts Councillor 

Geoffrey Williamson and Stocking resident Ed Hudson on behalf of the 

Pub Action Group. 

Steve provided an update on the planned Pelham’s magazine while Ed 

gave a report on the pub including negotiations to lease it to which no 

mutual agreement was reached. 

District Cllr Geoffrey Williamson gave an overview of various projects in 

East Herts. He also reiterated EHDC’s commitment to help the village 

get the Cock Inn reinstated as a fully functioning pub.  

Councillors agreed to allocate £300.00 towards the new magazine if 

further funding was needed in six months. 

Cllr. Balham has been investigating grants for the playground and 

approached Clarion Housing. Cllr. Brown has looked at the feasibility of 

a village sign which would cost between £3000-£5,000+ and was to 

investigate a possible grant. He also walked the local paths reporting 

six problems. 

Cllr. Horn was to ask EHDC to assess the situation regarding the fence 

at The Cock Inn which limits visibility when approaching the junction. 

David Bailey was appointed internal auditor with Councillors then 

discussing various financial matters. 

A copy of the full minutes will be published on the Parish Council 

website - www.stockingpelhampc.org.uk 

 

  

http://www.stockingpelhampc.org.uk/
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Furneux Pelham 
 

What’s on in your Village Hall 
 

in February 
 

Mondays  Exercise class (contact 07796 531071) 

   7.30pm to 8.30pm 
 

Monday 10th  Community Morning 

   10.30am to 11.45am 
 

Tuesdays  Table tennis 7.30pm to 9.30pm 

   4th & 18th session open to all 

   11th & 25th league match 
 

Wednesday 19th Furneux Pelham History Group 

   8.00pm 
 

Thursdays  Post Office 

   12 noon to 4.00pm 
 

Thursday 4th  Cottontails (parent & little ones group) 

   9.30am to 11.30am 
 

Fridays  Table tennis 

   11.30am to 1.30pm 
 

   Tuck Shop 

   3.15pm to 4.30pm (7th & 28th only) 
 

Saturday 29th  Church Roof Fund Quiz Night 

   7.30pm 
 

If you would like to book your own event in the Village Hall please 

contact Anna Shaw on 01279 777817 or at anna.shaw@hotmail.co.uk 

  

mailto:anna.shaw@hotmail.co.uk
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To: Editor 

From: Pelhams’ Potting Shed correspondent 

Winter gardening can be challenging for those of us who are weak 

willed.  I find a lot of my gardening at this time of year is done on 

Wikipedia or google in preference to Hertfordshire clay. 

But, on a brisk potter round the garden pond I discovered something 

unpleasant and sinister all over the path and on some of the flower 

beds. 

What could this green and slimy deposit be?   Something ET left behind 

when he last passed this way?    Had the grandchildren been down the 

garden with chemistry set again?  Or maybe it was the remains of the 

Christmas pudding that even the birds didn’t want? 

My inner Poirot immediately kicked into action and without as much as 

using a magnifying glass I discovered (via a trusty search engine) that 

this substance is called Nostoc, or more familiarly star jelly or witch’s 

butter.   It is an algae.    It is not an attractive substance to have in your 

garden.   It is hard to get rid of.    It appears when there is too much 

rain…… 

What to do? 

Seek help of course!    Do any of your readers have any experience of 

Nostoc?   Did they manage to get rid of it, and if so, how? 

Any suggestions or advice would be most welcome….no prizes I’m 

afraid but definitely an entry in the Potting Shed Roll of Honour will be 

yours! 

Waiting in excited anticipation 

Your Potting Shed Correspondent. 
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Furneux Pelham Parish Council – Summary of meeting on  

9th January 2020 

Key points from the meeting were: - 

1. Local police introduced the ‘Echo’ scheme, through which residents 
can help them prioritise future policing operations. This is a one-way 
system for communicating concerns and further details are on page 18. 

2. Organisers of the Hertfordshire Stage Car Rally, proposed for 12th July 
2020, outlined plans for a stage starting in Braughing, entering 
Furneux Pelham along the Causeway, turning left at the Church and 
finishing in Hormead. The roads concerned will be closed during the 
day, and the event will be closely marshalled. The organisers can be 
contacted on 0300 303 5604.  

3.  A village-wide audit has identified all missing and damaged road signs 
and other parish assets, which have now been reported to Herts 
County Council (HCC) for repair/replacement, under our ‘Spruce up the 
Village’ campaign. 

4. Representatives of Stocking Pelham, Furneux Pelham, Albury and 
Little Hadham Parish Councils had met with HCC to address road 
issues, including speeding along Barleycroft End, HGV movements 
(particularly in the very early morning), and inconsiderate parking. 

5. The missing litter bin by the Bonhams bus shelter will be replaced 
shortly. 

The next meeting is on Thursday, 5th March in FP Village Hall at 8pm. 

The full draft minutes will be available on the website in due course – 

please see http://www.furneuxpelham.org.uk/meetings.php  

Following a recent resignation, there is now a vacancy on the Parish 

Council. The vacancy will be advertised shortly and if no election is called, 

then the Parish Council will be seeking to co-opt someone. If you are 

interested in being co-opted, please contact the Parish Clerk on 

info@furneuxpelham.org.uk  

  

http://www.furneuxpelham.org.uk/meetings.php
mailto:info@furneuxpelham.org.uk
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Pantomime Shenanigans at Brook Cottage Farm, Furneux 

Pelham 

A couple of years ago, Louise, the proprietor of Brook Cottage Farm, 

remarked to our Brook Cottage Farm RDA team, ‘Isn’t it exciting?  We’re 

building a New Barn. Its for nice clean hay’.  

‘Only nice clean hay...and a teensy bit of theatre?’ I asked. 

‘OMG, you mean...a PANTO!’ squeaked Caroline. 

‘I’ve always wanted to be Buttons,’ sighed the other Caroline. 

I got to work, wielding my pen and chuckling deep into the night. A few 

months later several of our RDA team, a smattering of villagers, and the 

valiant Bob and Chris (none of whom had done much acting before) were in 

rehearsal for our first panto, Muckerella.  It featured the Ugly Stirrup 

Mother, Ugly Stirrup Sisters, Buttons, and the debilitatingly posh Rupert 

Double-Jointed Copper-Lozenge Pelham. In December 2018, so many 

supporters of RDA and the Riding School flocked to see us making fools of 

ourselves, that we could hardly squeeze everybody in. We realised that 

Everybody Really Does Love a Panto, and resolved to continue the tradition. 

Six months later, we performed Summer Panto Zack and the Magic Haystack 

for our annual Theatre Festival Theatre in the Fields 2019, outside in a 

refreshingly breezy hay-bale amphitheatre. Highlights were our Giant, six-

year-old local, Luella, who, despite being absolutely TINY, managed to bellow 

her FEE, FI, FO, FUM into the wind, and the beautiful, bearded Princess 

Bluebell, played reluctantly by my 22-year-old son Alfie, haha (I did have to 

bribe him). 

Then just before Christmas 2019, we produced two very well-attended 

performances of Rumplestiltskin, with Caroline in the title role scaring the 

audience half to death with her spooky rhyming couplets, Leanne rocking the 

part of King Golden-Balls, and the Riding School’s Saturday girls, Daisy and 

Esme, in the roles of Rosebud and Puss. Buttons, who in this case did win the 

girl, was perfectly played by Furneux Pelham local Georgia, and the acrobatic 

Kit-in-Boots (played by Cassia) kept cartwheeling into the wrong panto, 

soliciting several audience ‘Aaaaaahhhhs’ as she was shooed off-stage. The 

incorrigible Bob and Gareth also shone as gold-obsessed Essex princesses 

Shanelle and Rochelle.  
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These performances raised much-needed 

funds for Brook Cottage Farm RDA, to help 

us continue to run riding and carriage-

driving sessions for disabled children and 

adults on Thursday and Friday mornings, 

and to add sections to our sensory 

Carriage-Driving Track around the hay-field. 

If anyone in the village or further afield 

would like to be involved in the next, very 

grassroots Summer Panto, to be performed 

at Theatre in the Fields 2020, or if they 

would like to volunteer for our RDA group, 

please can they contact Hester on 07827 

481876. 

Hester is a Group Coach and Carriage-Driving Coach for Brook Cottage Farm 

RDA. 
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Furneux Pelham School Association 

The Furneux Pelham School Association is a registered charity with the aim of 

advancing the education of the pupils of Furneux Pelham School. It has lots of 

willing helpers to organise fund raising events but currently does not have a 

Treasurer.  

Does anyone have the time to help us please? If you are interested please 

telephone the school on 01279 777344 and leave your contact details so that 

I can get back to you. Thank you. 

I will be most grateful 

Cecile Gravier 

Chair Furneux Pelham School Association 

 

RECYCLING UNWANTED CLOTHES, TOWELS  

AND BED LINEN IN FURNEUX PELHAM 

There is now a Salvation Army recycling bin in the Parish 

Council car park. Please put items in a bag and deposit in the 

bin. These are sorted into items suitable for sale in their UK 

charity shops, shipped overseas for sale or sold in bulk for 

recycling.  

Using the bank is a convenient way to increase the useful life 

of your unwanted items, minimise material going to landfill, and also produces 

a cash sum for spending on community projects in the village. 
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Furneux Pelham History Group talk in January 

The guest speaker for the January meeting was Anne Rowe whose talk 

about Hertfordshire Gardens in the Tudor and Stuart periods, was the 

culmination of 25 years of research for the Hertfordshire Gardens Trust 

concentrating on the gardens of large houses. Gardens were for 

pleasure with not much evidence of food growing but with parterres, 

fountains, knot gardens and water gardens. They were a sign of status 

and influence. Some of the local  gardens mentioned were at Hadham 

Hall  where a little of the hard landscaping can still be seen; Standon 

Lordship where a large hollow known locally as Queen Anne’s bath is 

still visible; and Hunsdon where thanks to Anne’s research the remains 

of the dams that fed the ponds and other water features have been given 

scheduled monument status to protect the area from the Harlow North 

development. 

The next History Group talk will be on 19th February (see separate 

notice). 

Time flies 

Furneux Pelhamites are reminded that “Time flies - mind your 

business” every time they look to the church clock. It’s a matter of 

longstanding local legend that this once read “mind your own 

business”, as recorded in the plaster of the former White Lion Inn 

directly opposite. The legend has it that William Mumford, who ran a 

grocery and drapery at Well House, offered to pay for the clockface to 

be repainted in the 1860s provided that he could choose the words, 

and opted to remove the word “own” in order not to offend Victorian 

sensibilities. 

In fact, the exact words on show today also appear on the first coins 

and banknotes of the United States in the 1770s and are attributed to 

Benjamin Franklin.  

However, the mystery deepens. Recent research has unearthed a 

watercolour sketch of the church, painted by James Wilcox of Great 

Hormead in the 1840s. In a corner are two small rectangles. One of 

these is inscribed “Time flies” and the other “Be sober, be vigilant”, a 

quotation from the Bible. Is this what William Mumford (a staunch 

churchman) had painted out and replaced by Franklin’s motto? If so, 

why?  
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Cricket Club news 
 
Stocking Pelham and Furneux Pelham have for the last couple of years 
combined forces to field a solid and sporting cricket team most summer 
weekends (excluding bank holidays).  When at home, we play at the 
Stocking Pelham recreation ground.  Our teas are perhaps the best 
around, generally served around 4.30pm.  Supporters are very 
welcome, even if you only show up for the tea!  Our 2020 fixtures are 
shown below. 
 
If you would like to play, please contact Match Director Colin Berthoud 
via email - colin@berthouds.com  
 

 

 
 
 

  

May 3rd Bank Holiday

May 10th Arkesden Home 2pm

May 17th Stansted Away 2pm

May 24th Bank Holiday

May 31st Little Hadham Home 2pm

June 7th

June 14th Manuden Away 2pm

June 21st Thorley Home 2pm

June 28th Little Hadham Away 2pm

July 5th Clavering Away 2pm

July 12th Thorley Away 2pm

July 19th Stansted Home 2pm

July 26th Little Hallingbury Home 2pm

Aug 2th Clavering Home 2pm

Aug 9th

Aug 16th Sandon Away 2pm

Aug 23rd Little Hallingbury Away 2pm

Aug 30th Bank Holiday

Sept 6th Manuden Home 1.30pm

mailto:colin@berthouds.com
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Furneux Pelham Allotments 

As our thoughts move away from Christmas excess and turn to more 

healthy ambitions, and with Spring just around the corner, now would 

be a great time to take on an allotment plot. Or - if that seems too 

daunting – perhaps a half plot. 

The Furneux Pelham allotments are behind St Mary’s Church and sit in 

a wonderful position blessed with running water and fences to protect 

from ravening beasts. 

What could be better? Fresh air; exercise; the sun on your back and the 

overwhelming sense of satisfaction as you reap the rewards of your 

veggie and fruity harvest. 

At first glance, those vacant plots could seem daunting, overgrown as 

they are. However, many of these have been covered in plastic, which 

has protected the soil and allows for pretty quick clearance. 

18 months ago I took over a plot that had been sitting idle for 6 years. I 

had it producing within one week and I didn’t even know what I was 

doing. 

If anyone is interested in taking a plot I will be more than willing to 

lend a hand. There are currently 9 plots up for grabs at a rather 

reasonable annual fee of just £35. Half plots could also be made 

available at £17.50. 

As a fantastic community resource it would be great to see more 

people involved and I would be delighted to hear from you if you are 

interested. 

Feel free to call me on 07850 141924 or e-mail me at 

andyrob13@live.co.uk 

Andy Robinson  

White Lion House, Furneux Pelham 
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Stocking Pelham Library 

 

Several years ago, Stocking 

Pelham Parish Council were 

approached by B.T. and asked if 

they wanted to purchase the 

disused Telephone box. 

The idea of losing what has 

become an iconic piece of British 

history in such a prominent part 

of the village prompted them to 

do so, it was bought for a 

nominal price the only proviso 

stipulated that it was looked 

after and painted regularly. 

After a good clean and lick of 

paint the next problem was what 

to do with it and thus the idea of 

a mini ‘library’ was born, shelves 

were installed, books donated, 

and it was ready for customers. 

So, if you enjoy reading please 

take advantage of this village 

asset! All that is asked please 

look after and return any books 

plus of course feel free to donate 

by simply leaving them on the 

shelves. 
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THE HUNDRED PARISHES SOCIETY 
 

It is easy to take for granted the helpful signposts to be found at many of our 

road junctions, yet they are part of our culture and heritage. Early road signs 

were erected by cycling and then motoring organisations as ordinary people 

began to enjoy the freedom afforded by ownership of a bicycle or motor car. 

Standards for signage on main roads were redefined in the 1960s to satisfy 

faster traffic and night visibility. Fingerposts that indicate direction and 

distance from rural junctions are frequently much older and can merit further 

investigation.  

 

Fingerposts, with arms pointing in several directions, are white with black 

lettering, and generally made of wood or iron. Many local examples, some 

almost 100 years old, were made of iron in Essex at Maldon Iron Works. The 

manufacturer’s name is now usually obscured by many layers of paint.  

 

Personal favourites include the fingerpost at Matching Green indicating the 

mileage to London – precisely 26¼ - and one north of High Roding that points 

to Takeley Station which closed 60 years ago. On the B1039 between Chrishall 

and Great Chishill, a finger points to a non-existent GREAT CHISHALL. A 

Henham sign shows the way to the pub, Ugley Chequers. This and all other 

signposts were removed for the duration of WWII lest they should aid the 

enemy. 

 

Some signs at T-junctions have information on the back, albeit hidden from 

view. Usually this is the same as the visible side, but not always: the southerly 

finger of one on the B1051 in Broxted points to Broxted and Bps Stortford, 

but the back reveals that it has been recycled and once pointed to Wimbish 

Green. 

 

As you travel along the lanes, please take time for a second look at our 

humble, ancient fingerposts. 

 

Ken McDonald, Secretary 

www.hundredparishes.org.uk  

  

http://www.hundredparishes.org.uk/
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ECHO 

Hertfordshire Police have a new public feedback service – ECHO – 

which aims to give communities the opportunity to tell them what 

matters most to them about policing in their local area. 

More information is available on the Hertfordshire Constabulary 

website (https://www.herts.police.uk/Information-and-services/Get-

involved/echo). Comments can be submitted by text [text 66099 Start 

with the word EHRural then your comments] or on the website 

www.bit/ly/ehrural-police  

Echo must not be used to report crime. If you want to report a crime 

or anti-social behaviour, contact Hertfordshire Constabulary via the 

101 service, website or, in an emergency, by dialling 999. 

 

  

https://www.herts.police.uk/Information-and-services/Get-involved/echo
https://www.herts.police.uk/Information-and-services/Get-involved/echo
http://www.bit/ly/ehrural-police
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IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE CONTENTS OF THIS 

MAGAZINE, PLEASE EMAIL COPY TO 

pelhamscommag@gmail.com BY THE 15th OF THE MONTH. 

Please send in your news, details of events or reports about 

what’s been going on.  

The team producing this community magazine reserves the right 

to adjust formatting or to not print any article that it considers to 

be inappropriate or discriminatory. In addition, the team does not 

necessarily agree or disagree with the opinions aired in any article 

printed. 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO PLACE AN ADVERT IN THIS MAGAZINE, 

PLEASE EMAIL ADVERT TO pelhamscommag@gmail.com BY THE 

15th OF THE MONTH. 

Commercial advertising rates per annum: 
1

4
 page £30 | 

1

2
 page £60 | full page £120 per annum.  

Invoices will be issued upon receipt of advert. 

If you are a voluntary or charitable organisation in Furneux 

Pelham or Stocking Pelham, we will advertise your fundraising 

event for free, up to a page - subject to space available. 

Voluntary or charitable organisations outside the village - £10 per 

event. 

mailto:pelhamscommag@gmail.com
mailto:pelhamscommag@gmail.com

